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! Preservation Inventory 

Workers Housing 
Introduction 
To make good on their promise of improved if not 
idyllic working conditions, Cheney Brothers 
en tered into the housing market to provide 
adequate living quarters for their new employees. 
By 1867 they had built "four dwelling houses 
on Elm Street ..• in South Manchester". (These 
houses were later replaced by the 20th century 
mill structures.) By 1872 the company had 
provided lodging for single women and girls and 
for single men in two boarding houses. A 
third boarding house was constructed in 1890 to 
house 100 teachers attracted to Manchester by 
tl new and improved educational system. In 

1875 Cheney Brothers acquired several existing, 
single-family homes and built a considerable 
number of new single-family residences on 
School and Eldridge Streets, east of Main, most 
of which remain. 

45 

Cheney Brothers owned approximately 200 rental 
units by 1896, with steam heat, gas and eleC­
tricity provided to tenants at low company 
rates. Rentals varied from five to twelve 
dollars a month, depending on location, which 
Cheney Brothers described as'" a satisfactory 
interest on our invGstment. II Contemporary 
accounts describe these houses as "buil"t in 
the cottage style, with neat lawns," with a 
mix of "aristocratic and plebian workers 
quarters". 

From the beginning of their involvement in the 
housing industry, Cheney Brothers preferred 
and encouraged their employees to purchase the).!: 
rental units "on reasonable terms when they had 
become established in the mill. II The company 
made long-term mortgage loans for such pur­
chases, primarily with the assistance of the 
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